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REPORT OF 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


MD. Moderator and Gentlemen : 

The following report of the schools of this town for the year 

ending March, 1872, is respectfully submitted :— 
District No. 1. 

This school was taught both Summer and Winter by Miss 
Sara KF. Exvxis, and is one of the few schools that was kept as 
well as taught. The order was, as observed, nearly perfect. 
We commend the example set by the parents, and wish there 
were more who could say, ‘* we have no trouble in our school.” 

_ District No. 2. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Jutia M. Weis and 
the Winter term by Miss Lorrie V. Crossy. This school is 
small and the pupils young ; but so much the more should such 
a school not prove a failure. We had hoped that the time had 
zone past when a school could be kept in confusion by a child 
six years old. 

Disrricr No. 3. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Mary Grumorg, a 
young scholar taken from the Grammar School of No. 4, as an 
experienced teacher could not be procured. ‘The school proved 
« success. The Winter term was taught by Mr. Harvey Dicx- 
«y. He is a teacher of excellent reputation, which he well de- 
serves and sustains. 


District No. 4. 
Primary School. Summer term—Miss Nettiz S. Houpen, 
teacher. This school attracted more attention than any other 
in town, more on account of Miss Holden’s method of teaching 
_ than anything marked in the school itself. She is well known 
and has been commended by every one interested in the school, 
and deserves every good thing said of her. The Winter term 


) 
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was taught by Miss Erna Rockwoov. Any one who attempts 
to fill the place of a popular preacher or teacher will find work 
to do. Miss Rockwood attempted this and she did it. Al- 
though the first class was promoted to the Grammar School, and 
the teacher was unable to instruct the children in singing (which 
is a very important item in this department), yet for actual im- 
provement in their studies, and in order, this school must be 
placed first on the list. 

Grammar School. The reputation of this school was, to Say 
the least, somewhat mixed. When Miss Rockwoop commenced 
the Summer term, some authority being exercised, the schoo! 
proved a success. Miss Beckwirn, an excellent teacher and 
finished scholar, taught the Fall term. She put the scholars on 
their honor and simply asked them to behave as ladies and gen- 
tlemen. We are sorry to say, however, that some fell below the 
standard. 

The Prudential and Superintending Committee, aided by Mrs. 
Houpsarp, of Walpole, commenced the Winter term and, as 
might have been expected, made a most complete failure. 
Great doubt arose in the minds of the community whether « 
teacher could be found who could bring this unruly school into 
subjection. Under advice, Mr. Tarsor of Dartmouth College 
was procured, who had no trouble with the school whatever, and 
gave perfect satisfaction to all concerned. 


District No. 5. 

Miss E. E. Green, teacher, Summer and Winter. The Sum- 
mer school ranked A 1, but lost its standing during the Winter 
session, owing to a combination of circumstances, among which 
may be named want of order in the private school taught in the 
Fall, the crowded school-room, and the large number of classes. 
It is simply impossible to keep a school of forty scholars quiet 
when hearing classes in Algebra and National Arithmetic. The 
smaller scholars acquire the habit of whispering during recita- 
tions, and sometimes even forget that they are in the school- 
room. 


District No. 6. 

Miss Lincoxn teacher of Summer term. ‘This was her first 
attempt and she showed creditable energy and interest in her 
work. The Winter term was kept by Miss J. Oscoop, who has 
had much experience, and sustains her former good reputation. 
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Disrricr No. 7. 

Summer term, Miss Porter attempted the management of 
the school and made a complete failure. The Winter term was 
successfully taught by Miss Woop. We would modestly sug- 
gest that she could make an improvement in her method of 
teaching by allowing the scholars to make their recitations with- 
out prompting. ) 

Disrrict No. 10. 

Miss Mary F. Pircuer taught the Summer term. This 
small school contains some excellent scholars, and in prompt- 
ness of attendance the register places it the first intown. ‘The 
Winter term was taught by Miss Jost: Stone. Twelve schol- 
ars were present at the opening of the school and it promised 
to be successful, but owing to removals only five were left. 
The classes being broken up but little interest was shown the 
last half of the term. 

District No. 9. 


Miss Lorrie PartrripGe attempted to instruct a few children 
in this well known and well ventilated school-room. It is use- 
less to pass judgment upon a teacher who labors under such dis- 
advantages. We ask in behalf of education and common hu- 
manity, that the District go on with their work and prepare a 
place suitable for teacher and pupils. The Winter term was 
taught by Miss S. Woop—the school being held in a private 
dwelling, which was a great improvement upon the Summer 
session. 

Disrrict No. 8. 

Summer term taught by Miss Augusta CaLDWELL—an expe- 
rienced teacher who managed the school well, and some of the 
pupils showed marked improvement. Miss J. CHANDLER, also 
an experienced teacher, and of excellent reputation, taught the 
Winter term, but owing to some insubordination of the larger 
boys, she closed the school abruptly on the eleventh week. 

Disrricr No. 11. . 

Both terms of this school were taught by Miss Aspire WIL- 
LIAMS. Sickness during the second session impaired the energy 
which characterized the former term. 

District No. 12. 
Summer term—Miss M. 8. Kemp, teacher. She needs a lit- 
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tle more energy to make her a successful instructor. The Win- |, 
ter term was taught by Miss E. W. Watrace. Not a whisper 
was heard during either visit. The scholars were respectful 
and the examination was in every way satisfactory. 

District No. 13, 

The Summer session was taught by Miss M. A. Huntiey, 
who needs a few terms at the State Normal School before at- 
tempting another term. Mr. I. A. Loveianp began the Win- 
ter term with the intention of doing his duty, but he was not 
sustained by the parents and as a natural consequence the 
school was a failure. 


REMARKS. 


I would call the attention of our young teachers to the State 
Normal School located at Plymouth. The design of this In- 
stitution is to teach how to teach. The time has gone past for 
young men and women to ‘‘ take a school” for want of some- 
thing better to do, having no interest in the scholars or their 
studies, and who, mayhap, have not looked in a text book for 
a number of years. The office and duty of the Superintending 
and Prudential Committees have been abused and the authority 
of each reduced to its minimum ; so all that is required to * get 
the school ” is speed—/irst in, first served. The State Board of 
Education, recognizing this state of affairs, has attempted a 
reformation. ‘Teachers may now, and soon will be obliged to, 
zo before the County School Commissioner for examination 
—the certificates to be renewed at the end of three years, after 
another thorough examination, Two years’ study at the State 
Normal School entitles the student to a certificate, provided the 
examinations during the term are satisfactory ; while the full 
course of three years (a diploma being received) entitles the stu- 
dent to a certificate to teach in any part of the State for the 
term of five years. We urge teachers and all interested in edu- 
cation to give this institution and the object it seeks to accom- 
olish, careful consideration. 

S. T. SMITH, 
Superintending School Committee. 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN 


For the Year ending February 29. 1872. 


ORDERS ISSUED TO PAY TOWN NOTES AND INTEREST. 


H. A. Lovell, 

Oliver Holt, 

Sarah Thompson, 
Rebecca Pierce, 

Ira Holmes, 

Edward Glover, 
Charles Knight, 
John and Nancy Murphy, 
Betsey Smith, 

Maria Caldwell, 
Asenath Milliken, 
Sewing Society, 
Albert Hubbard, 
Mary Miner, 

Ingalls J. Wood, guard’n of Burroughs heirs, 
Sylvester Burroughs, 
Sylvester Burroughs, 
Josiah Emerson, 
Jonathan Rawson, 
H. M. Beckwith, 

S. G. Anderson, 


ORDINARY TOWN CHARGES. 

C. K. Vilas, services as liquor agent to Apr. 1, 1871, 

Wm. E. Milliken, insufficiency highway, 

Clarke Fisher, watering trough, 

A. R. Emerson, stationery, postage, affidavits, ex- 
penses to Concord, and other miscellaneous do, 

Edw. 8S. Burroughs, abatement of taxes, 

Chas. E. Porter, insufficiency of highway, 

Jas. A. Browne, cash paid Rice’s fare to New Ipswich, 
clothes, and other miscellaneous expenses, 

Perley Allen, sweeping town hall, 

Emily Way, abatement on taxes, 

Roscoe E. Gates, watering trough, 

Albert Hubbard, abatement on taxes, 

Joseph S. Bowers, do, 


. 


9,078 70 


75 00 
D 00 


Wm. Cady, repairing pound, 

(reorge I[. Anderson, abatement old tax list, 
Jonathan Rawson, watering trough, 

John G. Turner, do, 


Sumner T. Smith, services as Supt’g School Com., 


Oliver Shepard, collecting taxes, 

A. R. Emerson, miscellaneous expenses, Keene, 
Winchester, Morrill & Silsby’s bill, books, 
stamps, stationery, affidavits, &c., 

Oliver Shepard, abatement of taxes, 

Jackson Marvin, do. 

A. R. Emerson, abatement old tax lists, 

A. R. Emerson, services funding committee, 

Jackson Marvin, abatement of old taxes, 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


Nathaniel Brown, boarding Mrs. Ellis and children, 


Edwin Wood, for Willis boys, 
Kdwin Wood, for Hiram Rice, 
A. R. Emerson, to pay Ramsdell’s bill for Rice, 
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Solon D. Morrison, Willis girl, agreement and clothes, 121 


Jeremiah Hale, Willis girl, 

James A. Browne, to pay Paul Willis’ bill, 
Solon D. Morrison, Willis boy, 

Kk}. Wood, for Hiram Rice, 

5. T. Smith, medical attendance, Hiram Rice, 
Jeremiah Hale, for Lydia Willis, 

James A. Browne, Willis boy, 

Tufts & Co., clothing, Hiram Rice, 

Jeremiah Hale, for Caleb Willis, 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Edwin Wood, for Mary Cobb, 
Edwin Wood, do. 

Nathaniel Brown, for A. Rawson, 
Francis Phillips, for John Hastings, 
N. Brown, A. Rawson, 

C. K. Vilas, Joseph Cahoon, 


W. B. Porter, medical attendance, Hastings & Cahoon, 21 


{. Wood, Mary Cobb, 
N. Brown, A. Rawson, 
K. Wood, Mary Cobb, 
N. Brown, A. Rawson, 
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HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
George E. Cater, work on road, 

George Wilder, bridge lumber, 

Rodney J. Brown, work, 

Pelatiah Clarke, work on bridges, 

Jonas T. Greene, work and lumber, 

H. W. Raymond, work, 

R. J. Brown, work, 

Sylvester A. Mitchell, work and lumber, 


iseorge Wilder, building wall and work on highway, 


Francis A. Bolster, work, 

Nathaniel Richardson, work and lumber, 
fra M. Glynn, work, 

R. J. Brown, work, 

Andrew J. Morrison, work and lumber, 
G. G. Banks, lumber and building over bridge, 
Mason Hatch, work and lumber, 

J. P. Forristall, plank, &c., 

Franklin O. Cady, breaking roads, 
Kendall Austin, work, 

Warren Alden, work, 

Ff. P. H. Lyman, labor hired on highway, 


DAMAGE DONE BY DOGS. 
A. M. Bragg, for sheep, 

Silas Angier, do, 

Charles Waskburn, do, 

Francis A. Bolster, do, 

David P. Scanlan, do, 


SCHOOL HOUSE, DISTRICT NO. IV. 


Oliver King, to pay repairs, school house, Dis. No. 


The same, 
The same, 


LIQUORS. 
C. K. Vilas, to pay for liquors, 
The same, 
The same, 
The same, 
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FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
District ae 1, Stephen Slade, committee, 
és 2, A. J. Chandler, do, 
66 (635A. Hatch, do, 


6 a 4, Gilmore, Wallace, Holman, do, 


«= **_ «5, Sumner G. Shepard, do, 
ce ‘6, Wm. H. Severance, do, 

Re ‘* 7, Rodney J. Browne, do, 

dy ‘“ =~ «8, Jonas Caldwell, do, 


a ‘© 9, Lucius A. Barrus, do, 

es ** 10, David Knight, do, 

dy ** 11, Daniel F. Browne, do, 
oh *¢ 12, Solon J). Morrison, do, 


i ** 138, Charles H. Washburn, do, 
Union District, J. R. Crossett, do, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Prders to pay town notes and interest, 
sh ordinary town charges, 
* is town paupers, 
ee at county do, 
i ae highways, 
A es damage done by dogs, 
ce x repairing school house, district No. 4, 
A - liquors, 
te iy support of schools, 
RECEIVED. | 


Cash in treasury, March 1, 1871, 


Cash of Sarah Thompson over paid on note, 


66 
200 
471 

1,775 


13,047 


5,051 
30 


Am’t assessed and delivered O. Shepard, collector, 10,303 


Cash, old bridge plank, 

Cash, borrowed, 

Cash, of county, 

Cash, literary fund, 

Cash, savings bank tax, 

Cash, interest on bonds when delivered, 
Cash, interest on taxes, Oliver Shepard, 


Cash, Oliver Shepard, non-resident highway tax, 


Cash, interest of collector, 1870, 
Cash, sale of liquor, 

Cash, Prentiss & Co., 

Cash, interest on Cheever note, 
Cash, on old taxes and abatements, 
Cash, sale of bonds, 
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22,236 


63 


O00 
05 
34 
0G 
00 
78 
10 
23 
21 
30 
61 
20 
2) 
00 
00 


93 


00 
97 


1] 


EXPENDED. 
Accounts allowed, March, 1871, 382 97 
State tax, 2,604 00 
County tax, 1,495 58 
Amount of orders paid, 13,047 63 
Paid town bonds, 700 00 
Non-resident highway receipts, | ore 
Coupons paid, 1,750 50 
Balance in treasury, 2,247 22 


22,236 97 


INDEBTEDNESS OF TOWN. 


Bonds issued unpaid, ‘29,050 00 
Town notes, 8,894 20 
Interest on bonds from Jan., 1872, to March, 1872, 290 50 
Coupons matured, Jan., 1872, unpaid, ‘34 50 
Appropriation for hearses, not expended, 150 00 
Due school districts, 26 10 


38,445 30 


ASSETS. 

Eunice Cheever’s note, 100 00 
Old taxes previous to 1871, uncollected, 317 68 
Liquors on hand, 157 95 
Due from George Wilder, 24 42 
Due from county on pauper bill, 40 56 
Balance in treasury, } 2,247 22 
Balance of indebtedness, 35,5997 47 
38,445 30 
Balance of indebtedness in 1871, 37,030 22 
Balance of indebtedness in 1872, 309,007 47 
Reduction of balance of indebtedness past year, 1,472 75 
Balance of indebtedness, March 1st, 1872, 35,097 47 
Due from the State by reimbursement act, 8,375 00 

Leaving balance of indebtedness of town after the 
above is received, 27,182 47 


The undersigned, a Board of Auditors chosen by the town 
of Alstead to examine the accounts of the affairs of said town, 
hereby certify that we have attended to the duty-assigned us 
and find the accounts of the selectmen properly cast and bal- 
anced and with proper vouchers therefor. 


AIKEN GILMORE, re 
JOHN F. DICKEN, | Ais — 
February 29, 1872. TIMOTHY TUFTS, Mors, 
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ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1872. 


Ordinary town charges, 1,600 00 
To repair highways and bridges, 1,800 00 
Schools, amount required by law, 1,519 00 
Interest on town debt, 1,700 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
A. R. EMERSON, ) Selectmen 
JAMES A. BROWNE, 5 of 
CHAS. W. LINSLEY, $ Ailstead. 
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